Item 2—next three pages

District Councillor’s Report for September 2018 Susan Harvey

There are endless meetings for the merging of the two councils to ensure a seamless
changeover next year. There are regular Shadow Council meetings held at High Lodge
Darsham which is around half way between Melton and Lowestoft.
Local Plan consultation deadline
Responses to this have to be in by 14th September.
Garden Waste
56% of homes have signed up to this now.
RFID (radio-frequency identification) tags will be incorporated into the new green bins
which will be delivered in October. They will also be retro-fitted to the old brown bins
which people want to keep. Bin lorry crews will use these to identify who the bins belong
to.
Electricity
By 2030s 25% of the country’s electricity will be coming ashore on the Suffolk Coast.
Power providers are being asked to work together to limit countryside damage caused by
new cable routes and buildings. At the moment the power companies are not listening to
the Council or residents at Friston. This is a site chosen by power suppliers to put in several very high dominating buildings with 5 mile connecting cable routes. The power suppliers include the existing Sizewell B and potentially C as well, Galloper and Greater
Gabbard off-shore wind farms and 2 substations for Scottish Power, East Anglia 1 and 2,
and two intercontinental connector/converter stations for National Grid. There will also
be a transmission substation connecting these to the power lines.

Leiston Leisure centre.
This has now closed for refurbishment and will re-open in summer 2019.
Rats in Felixstowe
These have been having a fine old time enjoying the sun and with plenty to eat provided
by tourists not putting rubbish in the bins properly, also helped by seagulls who rip the
rubbish apart and scatter it widely. I saw one near Sea Road when I went for a walk along
the prom last week. Children were happily playing ‘spot the rat’.This is probably not
what Felixstowe Town council expect from tourists. However on a more serious note
Norse have come to the rescue and bins are being emptied daily and they have been putting down poison and they are hoping to reduce the problem.

Police Report– August 2018

Criminal damage and arson on or near Sports/recreation Area in July 2018.
July 2018

Unable to prosecute suspect. A suspect has been identified but could not be prosecuted for one of a number of reasons, such as: insufficient evidence; the prosecution time
limit having expired; the named suspect being below the age of criminal responsibility;
the victim or witness is dead or too ill to give evidence; the victim declining or being
unable to support the police investigation further; or the person involved has died.

Violence and sexual offences on or near Ipswich Road in July 2018.
Police actions

July 2018

Under investigation. This crime is currently being investigated by the police.

Elsewhere
Crime on or near Newbourne Road
Anti-social behaviour (1)
Includes personal, environmental and nuisance anti-social behaviour
Vehicle crime (1)
Includes theft from or of a vehicle or interference with a vehicle
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Subject: CONSULTATION: Adastral Park, Martlesham - Proposed 40mph & 50mph Speed Limits
Dear Susan,
The Parish Council has discussed the matter of the proposed 40mph speed limit on the Ipswich Road, per the attached diagram and supports the proposals.
However, the Council wishes to use this opportunity to draw your attention to its long-standing request to extend the
30mph speed limit (that ends at the entrance of Waldringfield) to the Newbourne/Ipswich Road crossroads.
When one considers this new proposal relating to Adastral Park, the situation, when approaching Waldringfield, will become as follows:
A mix of 40/50/60 mph limits for traffic approaching the Foxhall Road/A12 roundabout
A 40 mph limit in an easterly direction on the Ipswich Road to just beyond the access to Oaks Caravans
A 60mph limit for less than ½ km to the Newbourne/Ipswich Road crossroads
The situation then becomes even more anomalous at those crossroads
The northbound Newbourne Road (to Waldringfield Heath) quickly becomes a 30mph zone
The southbound Newbourne Road becomes a single-track highway with passing places, which serves as a form of trafficcalming (albeit under the national 60mph speed limit)
The eastbound Ipswich Road narrows, twists and turns for a further kilometre (approximately), but continues to be under
the national 60mph limit before it gets to the entrance to Waldringfield
The Parish Council, in common with a large number of residents (see the Parish Plan on www.waldringfield.onesuffolk.net/
parish-council/2015-parish-plan ), have long been greatly concerned at the speed of traffic at the Newbourne/Ipswich Road
crossroads, on the approach to the village as it passes the golf course and camp site, and at the entrance to the village
where the road turns sharp right (often bearing down on pedestrians and where there are no footpaths or safe refuges).
This change to the speed limits around the Brightwell Lakes/Adastral Park development seems a golden opportunity (as
well as a very efficient use of SCC Highways resources) to take a holistic view of traffic speed limits in the areas adjacent to
the development, not just surrounding it.
As an absolute minimum, the Parish Council would like to see the proposed 40mph limit extended all the way to the village
entrance.
However, its preferred option is (from the other direction) to extend the village 30mph zone to the Newbourne Road junction, with the new 40mph extended in an easterly direction to that junction as well.
In both options, it seems to be simple common sense that driver behaviour would very likely be much more favourable
moving from a 40mph limit to a 30mph one, than it would be going from a 40mph to a 60mph to a 30mph limit almost at
the village entrance (and less than 50 metres from the sharp right-hand turn into School Road mentioned above).
As such, please treat this as a formal and urgent request to include one or other of these options into the proposed changes to speed limits on the Ipswich Road. In doing so, this email is being copied to our County and District Councillors to elicit
their support in resolving what has been a serious road safety problem for the residents of and visitors to Waldringfield for
many years.
Kind regards

David Lines – Clerk to the Council
Waldringfield Parish Council

CONSULTATION: Adastral Park, Martlesham - Proposed 40mph & 50mph Speed Limits
From: Susan Broom
Sent: 28 August 2018 10:24
To: 'Parish Clerk' <pc.waldringfield@googlemail.com>
Cc: Patricia O'Brien <patricia.obrien@suffolk.gov.uk>; Susan Harvey <Susan.Harvey@suffolkcoastal.gov.uk>
Subject: RE: CONSULTATION: Adastral Park, Martlesham - Proposed 40mph & 50mph Speed Limits
David,
Thank you for your comments. I shall forward your response onto the scheme promoter at SCC.
You have highlighted some important issues that require further consideration before a final scheme is confirmed.
Kind regards,
Susan Broom
Design Engineer (Schemes)
————————————————————————————————————————————————————————
-I fully support Waldringfield’s most obviously sensible request that:
“its preferred option is (from the other direction) to extend the village 30mph zone to the Newbourne Road junction, with
the new 40mph extended in an easterly direction to that junction as well.”
I cannot agree that most traffic will travel east, as stated in your response to Waldringfield. With the limited improvements
to A12, widening approach to roundabouts and traffic lights, traffic will find other ways round the inevitable hold ups that
will occur. To protect our heritage it is only sensible to reduce speeds and to do so at the start of the development.
Regards,
Patricia
———————————————————————————————————————————————————————
Thank you for your email which has been forwarded to me by Susan Broom at Suffolk Highways. The current speed limit proposal under consultation is directly related to the Brightwell Lakes residential scheme, and is entirely funded by the development. Your proposal, however valid it might be, is unfortunately not directly related to the Brightwell Lakes scheme, to the
same extent. It is not anticipated that a high proportion of the development traffic will travel east from the site, and therefore additional speed limits in this area cannot be funded from this source. The developers are, quite rightly, only prepared
to fund measures directly related to their development.
As you may be aware part of the Brightwell Lakes highways remedial package is to fund a traffic study, and if required improvement works, on any non-strategic roads impacted on by the development traffic. The decision on any local minor roads
mitigation scheme will be made once all of the A12 mitigation schemes have been implemented, to make sure we are dealing with the true traffic picture resulting from the major scheme. The package of remedial schemes may involve some reductions in speed limits and other traffic orders, but they would need to be related to the issues identified in the traffic surveys.
For information 30 mph and 40 mph speed limits are generally restricted to locations with some roadside residential development, and it is not clear if extending the Waldringfield 30 mph speed limit westwards away from the village centre would
meet national speed limit guidelines, and would be agree to by Suffolk Police. It is unlikely that we would support a speed
limit that was objected to by Suffolk Police, as they are the enforcement authority.
If this speed limit proposal was taken forward as a project separately funding would need to be identified before the preliminary study could be carried out.
If you have any specific queries regarding Brightwell Lakes, please let me know.
Regards
Luke Barber
Principal Engineer
Strategic Development
Growth, Highways and Infrastructure

Ipswich Road, Waldringfield
Mr Aidan Dunn,

Interim Corporate Director of Growth, Highways & Infrastructure
Suffolk County Council
By Email
Dear Mr Dunn,
The Parish Council has asked me to write to you about a number of matters relating to the principal access road into
Waldringfield, the Ipswich Road.
First of all, up until recently, the approach section to the entrance of the village had significant lengths of overhanging and
encroaching vegetation and SCC Highways, through its contractor, undertook a cutback earlier this year. Whilst the Parish
Council wishes to record its sincere thanks for this work being done, it feels constrained to point out that there was still a
limited height to the cutting in some places, which continues to force large vehicles out into the middle of what is already a
narrow road.
Unfortunately, there are few passing places, which means that, more often than not, oncoming cars are required to reverse
for some distance to allow free passage. Inconvenient in quieter times of the day, the problem becomes much greater, for
example, at the beginning and the end of the Primary School’s working day or around busy mealtimes at the Maybush Inn.
Unless this matter is addressed this winter, it is feared that the situation will greatly worsen next year.
I turn now to the closure of the Ipswich Road in the Spring to facilitate the laying of the East Anglia One offshore windfarm
cable. The first matter to advise you of was the inadequate notice given to residents and businesses of this closure, leaving
little or no time to prepare their own contingency plans.
Secondly, it is felt that the alternative routes offered (the Woodbridge and Mill Roads) were completely unsuitable for their
purpose, as they are narrow and frequently a little more than single tracks with few passing places, noting also that they lie
within the AONB, are designated Quiet Lanes and clearly deserve some form of protection.
As a result of establishing these minor roads as diversions, considerable damage was done to their grass verges, and, given
the weather conditions at the time, the resulting mud slicks made the roads themselves unsafe. In fact, the heavy snowfalls
made the roads impassable for extended periods, putting the village in isolation, stranding, for example, those that needed
to get to work, as well as affecting services to its residents.
When it came to the resurfacing of the Ipswich Road, this did not take place for a number of days because of the snow, adding to the confusion. It was decided that it would be better to leave the road alone during the half term holiday and resurface
over the following weekend period, Unfortunately, the weather improved markedly, with much higher temperatures, resulting in large numbers of visitors to the riverfront and the very popular Maybush Inn.
Thirdly, the Parish Council wishes to emphasise that the diversion signage in the locality was felt to be inadequate and ineffective, as drivers, in some places, received no advance warning and were obliged to turn back, having travelled some distance in vain.
The Council is fully aware of the rarity of the extreme weather conditions that occurred whilst the EA1 work was being carried out, but feels that not only did it serve to reinforce the need for the contracting organisation to cater for all scenarios,
but also to prevent such an occurrence again.
In effect, the savings in avoiding the use of equipment to drill a hole under the road were passed on (in part or wholly) to
residents, visitors and local businesses alike, both in terms of costs and severe inconvenience. With its position at the heart
of the AONB, its popularity as a visitor destination and the businesses that draw from that, it is self-evident that any economic impact is much greater on the village of Waldringfield than in similar-sized villages elsewhere in the county.
Finally, the Council would also like to draw to your close attention to the fact that the temporary extension of the 30mph
limit in a westerly direction on the Ipswich Road during the EA1 roadworks seemed to have a very beneficial effect on traffic,
particularly on the dangerous junction leading into School Road, and believes that it makes a very strong case for a permanent extension of the limit, ideally to the Newbourne road crossroads.
As such, the Parish Council wishes to invite your comments on all these matters and to receive your proposals on avoiding
such a situation in the future.
Yours sincerely

David Lines – Clerk to the Council
Waldringfield Parish Council

Dear Mr Lines,
Further to my email of 12 July, I apologise for the delay in responding but I have now had an opportunity to review the matters you raise.
Overhanging/encroaching vegetation
Works were carried out in the beginning of the year following extensive communications with all Stakeholders
including County Cllr O’Brien. At that time the continued concerns of Waldringfield Parish Council were noted
and resources were commissioned ahead of higher priority obligations. The cutting was completed in line with
current standards and ahead of the current ‘growing season’. On completion the extent of cutting was assessed
to be appropriate for this section of road.
I fully understand your concerns and also note that the condition of highway verges and the vegetation within
changes throughout growing seasons. However this latest request again requires evaluation so it can be fully
assessed alongside other competing countywide considerations. All highway demands are prioritised to achieve
the most effective and efficient outcome with the limited resources available. Suffolk County Council’s Highway
Maintenance Policy sets out how this is achieved.
Suffolk County Council undertakes regular safety inspections of the highway network. Such an inspection will
include the aforementioned assessment of the vegetation and the impact it has on the safe pass and repass of
vehicles. The safety inspector will evaluate whether further works to the areas of vegetation you have described
are required. Ipswich Road is subject to 3 monthly inspections, the next being scheduled for October 2018. At
that time should the growth meet the requirements set out in the maintenance plan, works will be programmed to
be undertaken. Further information about this maintenance plan and indeed the prioritisation criteria for vegetation (matrix P of the Highways Maintenance Operational Plan) can be found at https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/roadsand-transport/highway-maintenance/.
Closure of Ipswich Road
With regard to the issue of notice given, advanced warning of the road closures by letter and signage was carried
out approximately. 7-10 days before the closure. EA1 acknowledged that this may not have been quite as far
ahead as we ask (minimum 10 days ahead of start date), however, we didn’t feel that 7-10 days was inadequate
warning, particularly since this was a high profile project and had been widely communicated prior to the works
beginning.
Looking at the diversion signage plan we received for Ipswich Road there was only a single turn to make once
diverted off Ipswich Road before you would then return to Ipswich Road on the other side of the closure. There
was a sign at the junction pointing diverted traffic to take the turn from both directions as shown in the signage
plan I’ve attached. I can see that perhaps there may not have been forewarning of the closure at the Martlesham
end of School Lane or other far out points of entry which could have caused someone to have to turn
back. However, I can’t confirm if this was the case or if it was something that was rectified later by the contractor
if they received complaints.
In terms of alternative routes, the roads used in the diversion were the only roads available to divert traffic along;
there were no other options. Heavy snowfalls and inclement weather, combined with the increased traffic, did
cause a mess, however the contractor instructed a road sweeper to patrol the route to try and aid in clearing the
mud on the road. This is not something they were required to do, but did at their own expense out of goodwill. On one occasion the contractor also stood their works down due to the weather conditions and issues they
were causing on the diversion route for road users, and another in order to support a busy Mother’s Day at the
Maybush Pub.
With regard to your comment about the Council’s decision not to drill under the road, the geology of the area in
question is sand and gravel deposited by rivers over marine sand. The deposits are loose and friable making it
free draining heathland. Given the significant risk of collapse, the decision was made not to directional drill which
has been the preferred method of much of this project where ground conditions allowed. The open cut method
which was used was faster and safer, and bearing in mind the inconvenience of the closures in this location, a
faster method less prone to issue which could extend working times was more beneficial for all involved.
Thank you for bringing the concerns of the Parish Council to my attention, and I trust my explanations give you
some insight into how we are endeavouring to provide an acceptable service within the limited funds we have
available.
Yours sincerely,
Aidan

Aidan Dunn
Interim Corporate Director of Growth, Highways & Infrastructure
Suffolk County Council

Grit bins process - review
Although the summer is in full swing and leaves are still on the trees, we need to contact you about our preparations for the winter. In particular, we want to tell you about recent changes made to the grit bin service and how
we can better support you this winter.
Suffolk Highways has undertaken a review of grit bins/heaps for highway use. These are the bins/heaps for which
you have responsibility and support through your community’s self-help winter scheme. Suffolk Highways has
been keeping the bins/heaps stocked up.
This review, which was reported to Suffolk County Council’s Scrutiny Committee on 1 May 2018 in a paper entitled ‘Winter Maintenance Resilience’, seeks to address some of the concerns raised about the grit bin/heap service last winter.
The main aims of this review are:

•

To make it easier to request grit bin refills

•

To explain the process of applying for a new grit bin

•

To establish and explain our position on grit heaps

•

To provide clarity of the grit bin process and associated responsibilities, resulting in a more efficient service
for communities
We have developed clear guidance on the application process for new bins as well as setting out how the bins
should be managed and maintained in the future. Our aim is to ensure that all Suffolk parish and town councils
are better informed when making a new application for a grit bin and know what their responsibilities as the owners are. The Grit Bin Guidance and Application Procedure is attached to this email for your reference.
Grit heaps removal
The review highlighted some significant concerns about the effectiveness of grit heaps. They can damage the
environment due to the leaching of salt into the highway verges and the underlying groundwater and watercourses. This leaching also reduces the effectiveness of the remaining material. Therefore, the provision of grit heaps
across the county can no longer be supported. Material for these heaps will not be provided any more by Suffolk
Highways.
However, if you wish to maintain a stock of grit at the location of a redundant grit heap in your parish/town please
apply for a new grit bin at that location. To do so follow the attached guidance.
If you require a new replacement bin, please also refer to the guidance. The team responsible for this service is
ready to receive completed applications for processing. This year, the closing date for applications has been relaxed to ensure you have sufficient time.
Please rest assured that the full restocking of all registered highway grit bins will commence before the winter. At
that time or shortly after, we will install signage on the grit bins to explain how to make best use of the grit and
how to get the grit bin restocked.
I hope this has helped to explain the new grit bin service. You can find out more information by visiting our grit bin
webpage.
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